
Ayub Khan's Situation 

able to r e s to re  o r d e r ,  but thcsc  t r o u b l e s  reflect widespread  d i s -  
satisfaction which  could eventually tvpplc h i s  r cgirr le.  T h e  intell i-  
gence community feels that  i t  is more l ikely that Ayub wil l  survive 
and that  he w i l l  win the  elections scheduled  to begin late this yrar, 
but lie w i l l  have t o  move careful ly  to  avoid fur ther  trouble. 

Thcrc  arc nlarly reasons f o r  the riots. ' 

1 .  The worst  trouble has been i r l  East Pakistan where  most 
people have long fe l t  the government has discriminated in favor of 
West Pakistan. Rccent dissatisfaction h a s  given new impelus to t he  
separatist movement, and almost all  opposition politicians advocate 
same degree of autonomy. 

2 .  I n W e s t P a k i s t a n t h e r e i s n ~ u c h t h e s a m e f e e l i n g - - a l t h o u g h  
lrss strong- -against t h e  Punjabis and Pathans from the no r the rn  part 
of the province who under Ayub have dominated Pakistani politics. 

3 .  Ayub'spolicytowardslr~diaisunpopularbecauschehas 
heen unable t o  make any progress on K a s h m i r .  Thcrc is l i t ~ l c  
agreement as to what the policy should be, but many of the opposition 
tend to be hawkish.  

4. ThereiswidesprcadieclingthatAyub'sregimciscorrupt. 
Aylih ha s removed h i s  s o n -  - t he  prime example- -from the linzclight, 
but f c w  of those in power have spotlcss reputations.  The Governor  
of East  Pakistan is among thosc most oftcn crit icized.  

5. Many Pakistanis - - including former A i r  Force Commander 
Asghar Khan- -feel that only a m o r e  democratic government can solve 
Pakistan's problems. One of t h e  opposition's most ilnportant tactics 
is to c a l l  fur uirect elections. 

6 .  Behind all of these  is a feeling that  more  could and should 
have been done to improve the  living standard of the Pakistanis. 
Pakistan's progress b y  macroeconomic measures has been impressive, 
but it will  take more  time f o r  these gains to  s e e p  down for  Pakistan 
is st i l l  a poor country. 
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So far, violent oppositioi~ has  been confined mainly t o  urban 
groups - -  especially the students- -with the politicians Ayub threw 
out in 1958 doing what  they can to  p r o f i t  iron1 the situation. 

T o  mcct this problcm, Ayub still has a s t rong  position. 

1 .  Thc mil i tary-  -desp i t e  some grumbling among middle - 
grade off icers  and Asghar Khan's defection to the opposit ion--  i s  
still loyal to Ayub. 

2. Many Pakistanis still see  Ayub as the only alternative t o  
the same kind of chaos tha t  led h i m  to take over from the politicians 
in 1958.  

3. Desp i t e  their attacks on corruption, most opposition 
politicians have reputations as bad--or worse--than Ayub's friends. 
Bhutto- - the  leftist cx-foreign ministcr Ayub jailed- - is  a drunkard.  
Asghar Khan  is an exception, but h e  is inexperienced in politics. 

4. The indirect electoral system w o r k s  in Ayub's f a v o r ,  
and h e  is in a position to control  it. 

5. The opposition is disunited. They all agree that Ayub 
must go, but a group which includes those who feel  Pakistan should be 
ruled according to the Koran and those who advocate much closer 
relations with Pek ing  will have trouble getting together on a program 
o r  a candidate. Moreover, the internal regional problems (rivalry 
between the two provinces and regional r iva l ry  in W e s t  Pakis tan)  
which hurt Ayub will a l s o  hur t  h i s  enemies. 

One fur ther  factor  is Ayub ' s  health. He had a severe lung 
ailment erupt earl ier  this year and now seems to have recovered 
but no  one can b e  sure how long he will be physically able t o  rule  
Pakistan. 
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